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Hot weather is just around the corner.  Start to “summerize” your facilities now. Clean 
the fans.  Dust and debris accumulations on fan blades and grills can cause increased electrical 
load, diminished fan efficiency, reduced fan output and escalating electrical bills.  

 
 Plan for fly control.  Flies contribute to mastitis and impact cow 
comfort. Cows may not eat as often if bothered by flies, resulting in a loss in milk 
production.  Consider new foam insecticide applicators.  Install applicators in 
appropriate locations before fly season starts.  Evaluate including a larvacide in 
the ration. Look for fly breeding areas and eliminate them.  A little detective 
work to identify and clean up these areas reaps big benefits from reduced fly 

loads.  Investigate introduction of parasitic wasps.  Some dairies have been successful in 
including these natural predators, along with good farmstead sanitation, as effective fly control 
procedures. Don’t forget about fly control on the heifers and dry cows.  

 
Talk with your nutritionist to insure that cows receive rations they want to eat during the 

summer months.   One key to reducing summer production 
drops is to provide a diet that is palatable.  Consider altering 
your feeding schedule so cows have fresh feed in front of 
them more frequently.  Feed during cooler parts of the day and 
at night to encourage cows to come to the feed area.   

 
Manage water troughs to insure they are clean and 

adequately sized for the number of cows that have access to 
them.  Test your water quality.  Install water troughs so cows 
have access to water before and after milking.  Be careful not 
to impede cow flow.  Production may increase due to increased water availability.  

 
If you have dry lots, provide adequate shades.  Orient them North – South so the sun can 

help dry wet spots as the shade moves.   



 
Historically, Texas has higher somatic cell counts (SCC) in the summer. Note the table 

below from the Market Administrator with August and September having the highest SCC 
counts for Texas.  Although late lactation cows may be a contributing factor to high SCC, 
continue practicing mastitis control measures.  Check that milking standard operating procedures 
are being followed.  Evaluate whether milkers adequately cover the teats pre- and post-milking 
with an appropriate teat sanitizer.  

 

 
 
And don’t forget about milker’s comfort in the parlor.  Provide a fan or some other way 

to make it more comfortable in the pit during milking.  Hot parlors are not conducive to proper 
milking procedures.  

 
These are but a few of the proactive measures you should evaluate before you get hit with 

the summer heat. 
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