


 
Historically, Texas has higher somatic cell counts (SCC) in the summer. Note the table 

below from the Market Administrator with August and September having the highest SCC 
counts for Texas.  Although late lactation cows may be a contributing factor to high SCC, 
continue practicing mastitis control measures.  Check that milking standard operating procedures 
are being followed.  Evaluate whether milkers adequately cover the teats pre- and post-milking 
with an appropriate teat sanitizer.  

 

 
 
And don’t forget about milker’s comfort in the parlor.  Provide a fan or some other way 

to make it more comfortable in the pit during milking.  Hot parlors are not conducive to proper 
milking procedures.  

 
These are but a few of the proactive measures you should evaluate before you get hit with 

the summer heat. 
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